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Personal Statement
During my early career I researched a variety of topics, including health and diet of prehistoric human populations of Argentina, the role of heterochrony in primate evolution, and the reproductive biology of small-bodied nocturnal lemurs in Madagascar. During the last decade, I have focused my research on the ecophysiology of hibernation in dwarf lemurs (genus Cheirogaleus), the only obligate hibernators within primates. During this time, my collaborators and I have documented the timing and duration of hibernation in a variety of dwarf lemur species and habitats in Madagascar, reported underground hibernation in eastern dwarf lemurs, documented evidence of sleep-like states during arousals from hibernation bouts, and confirmed metabolic depression, including drastic changes in heart and respiratory rates during lemur hibernation. Over the last years, I have been leading the Hibernation Program at the Duke Lemur Center (DLC), Durham, NC. My current goals include integrating experimental and ecological studies at the DLC and in Madagascar to better understand extreme metabolism in cheirogaleids. 
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